
Dear Friends, 

History, some might say, is the story of human ambition and its often tragic consequences. Wealth and 

power, always an attractive prospect, have never been more glamorized than in our own day and age. 

People are encouraged to “Think Big”. There is even a children’s book entitled Think Big! In repurposing 

a well-known nursery rhyme, its author, Kes Gray, has Humpty Dumpty sitting on a wall, discussing the 

future with his friends. Humpty expects to end up on someone’s breakfast table – boiled – but his 

friends encourage him to aim higher. Had he thought of becoming an artist, asks Little Boy Blue. Maybe 

I’ll get a job in a space agency, Humpty thinks. He starts to imagine himself as an astronaut. Before long, 

he is boasting: “I’m going to be the best astronaut in the whole wide universe!” At this, Jack-Be-Nimble 

gives Humpty a hearty slap on the back, accidently knocking him off the wall! “On second thoughts.” 

Humpty calls up, rather more meekly this time, “Make that an omelette!” 

The Roman Empire in which Jesus lived was as aspirational as our own society. Glamour and power were 

much admired. The Jewish elite even assumed that wealth was a sign of God’s favor, and that poor 

people were accursed. Proudly they paraded their good fortune as though money and reputation were 

synonymous with a state of blessedness. Power and fame meant nothing to Jesus. He was happy in the 

company of people who were unimportant or scorned. He dined with tax collectors, welcomed little 

children, consorted with fishermen and, rather scandalously for those times, numbered women among 

his companions; some were probably widows. Many widows in those days were the poorest of the poor. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus helped them see themselves as the lucky ones: “Happy those who mourn,” he 

said. The widows may have been surprised to hear that, but Jesus used startling language to make 

people stop and think. Status and security, he was trying to say, do not bring the contentment people 

crave. Ultimately, deep and lasting fulfilment comes, not from the things we have, but from the person 

we are and the good we do. 

There is nothing good about human suffering. On the contrary, Jesus’ vision of the kingdom of God was 

of a community where hunger and poverty are no more. But he did see a blessedness in craving for a 

better world; he did see contentment in living simply, or even going without, in order that others might 

have enough. Sharing a meal, giving to charity, working as a volunteer: there are many ways in which 

people willingly deprive themselves for the sake of others and, in doing so, find their own lives 

unexpectedly enriched.  

We have all encountered the joyously unselfish, unassuming kind of people Jesus describes. We see 

them all around us: quietly getting on in the background, their minds on wholesome things, their focus 

away from themselves. They may get taken for granted, but they deserve respect. They are an 

inspiration – and their time will come, for they are the kind of people who work heroically to reduce our 

carbon footprint. Those who tread most gently upon this planet will be the ones to save it. Jesus made 

that a promise: “they shall have the earth for their heritage,” he said. Today’s Gospel makes it clear that 

God’s kingdom is for those with an eye to the common good rather than to their own self-interest. How 

farsighted Jesus was: the planet needs you; the future belongs to you. 

 

Your friend in Jesus                                                                                                                                                              

Msgr. Zach 


